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A Brief History of the Highway 12 Project from 1987 to 1991
-by Roads With Reason-

This project came to be seriously considered for construction due to a concerted
and well-orchestrated effort made by a pro-four lane Highway 12 Committee which
was formed in 1987. Active members on this committee were local residents Paul
Meyer and Tom Jackson whose competencs in selling this idea resulted in a project
which almost overnight went from being a “fat chance” (then Rep. Dale Schultz's
estimation of its possible success) into third on the list of priorities for the Wis. DOT.
What all the reasons behind this intense effort really were about are hard to say.
However, the original Highway 12 Report by this group principally stressed the
economic benefits which the highway would give Sauk County, as well as the
contribution Sauk County is supposed to make to the entire state. As this report stated:
“This region seems to have it all: Agriculture, industry, recreation, and communities
with (a) high quality of life which attract(s) new residents. However this region cannot
realize its full potential as a major contributor to Wisconsin’s economy until the missing
piece of the pie is in place: Better access to market...Tremendously rapid economic
growth is now underway in the west Madison/Middleton area. The Highway 12 will, in
coming years, be critical to serve customers and employees to and from northern
Wisconsin...”

This report also claimed that “For any travelers coming from the north west part
of the state, an improved Highway 12 corridor will provide a quicker, more direct
access to many of these destinations. The time saved and the increased safety of an
improved Highway 12 corridor could be of critical importance (for).. . a politician from
Elroy.”

In response to such a position, a citizens group opposing this project was
formed. Roads With Reason consists of people who, although they may support non-
four lane improvements, don't believe that farmland in the townships of Springfield
and Roxbury should be turned into an interstate truck route or that the small-town
lifestyle of Sauk county will benefit from being turned into sea of concrete, strip malls
and gambling casinos. Some of us also feel that if Governor Thompson wants to travel
on Highway 12 to get to Madison he can drive at the posted speed limit and then
maybe use his authority to ask that the laws against tailgating be enforced on this
highway, instead of building a huge infrastructure of new roads which many people
don'’t believe we can possibly afford. (Maintenance of existing roads as well as law
enforcement has not kept up with the rate of inflation in recent years, and, as Roads
With Reason pointed out to the Study Committee, the Federal Highway Administration
has estimated that fixing the current interstate system alone will cost taxpayers from
$565 to $655 billion.

The Highway 12 Study Committee (1990-91)

In response to the ensuing controversy over this road, Rep. David Travis asked
that a committee of local individuals be formed in order to discuss the environmental,
economic, social and technical issues which were raised concerning Highway 12, and
which would receive technical assistance by the UW Madison School of Urban and
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Regional Planning. Governor Thompson, however, vetoed the U.W. as the
consultants and instead designated this task to Ayers and Associates, an engineering
firm connected with the DOT. (This firm now has the contract to build the four lane.)

The resultant study took place over the next year from 1990 to May of 1991.
The Committee consisted of 17 members representing a wide variety of interests who
met each month to discuss the subjects that the road raised. :

There is no doubt that the Committee failed to discuss or analyze many of the
subjects it was supposed to have covered. For example, the Committee “analyzed”
some of the issues as follows: : :

Agriculture: - A consultant was brought in who discussed the general process
by which farmland is taken from farmers by the DOT. The consultant had not had time
to actually look at H12 and so no relevant data was presented at all. When Roads
With Reason objected to this, the chairman responded that he found this information
“interesting” and no other committee member objected to such an irrelevant
presentation. When, months later, the agricultural consultant sent a recommendation
against the 4-lane (this project will destroy some of the most productive farmland in the
state) the letter was not mentioned to committee members at all and was buried in a
packet of other written material sent to the members. In their final “analysis,” Ayers
and Associates even came up with projected economic benefits for the rural section
(i.e. for the destruction of high quality farmland as well as an increased consumption of
2.4 million gallons of gasoline over a 20 year period.) How they arrived at such a
conclusion was never explained. (Several local people who spoke on the subject of
the destruction of farmland to the Committee were also not even mentioned in the
original minutes prepared by consultants.)

Economic Impact: In relation to the actual area in question (Roxbury and
Sauk County,) not one word was discussed in this regard. On several occasions,
Roads With Reason objected to the consultants about this and we were told that this
was really beyond the expertise of the firm to do and that their decision on this was
guided by the overall desires of the other Committee members. (When, at the
beginning stages of this study, Roads With Reason asked about being able to bring in
our own experts to testify on this, we were not allowed to do this and were told to “Wait
and see what we've got.” ) Roads With Reason finds it hard to understand why, if this
road is really going to give a positive benefit to the area, the supporters of this wouldn't
have welcomed the chance to silence what everyone knows is a major issue
concerning why opposition to the 4 lane is so strong. So far, this guestion has never
been answered.

Environmental: The negative impacts of this are so clear that the subject
didn'’t really need to be discussed by anyone. One interesting statement by the
consultants, however, was found in their analysis of endangered species where
“none” was considered the same as “not known.” (It took a representative from the
DNR in the audience to object that these terms don’t mean the same thing.)

Traffic Statistics: This is the one place that Ayers and Associates should
have been able to come up with basic data free of bias and relevant to the subject. It
was at the first meeting that some idea of how the consultants would approach this
subject was given. In response to a question by Roads With Reason as to basic
accident data, the committee was given a false response by one of the consultants
who claimed that most of the fatalities (which, unlike the accident rate, is higher than
the state average) occurred during the periods of high-traffic volume. It was only when




Roads With Reason pointed out that our research showed this wasn't true that he
reversed himself and said he actually didn’t know. The consultants also made use of a
graph which showed the “Average Level of Service” for the road at a certain level
indicating it was bordering on DOT standards for when a four lane highway is needed.
This, in fact, was not an “average” at all, but was the highest peak of a traffic pattern
which is radically lower for most of the day! The “average level of service,” also was
apparently based totally on the aesthetic considerations of how many cars are on the
road at that time. What exactly constitutes “Level of Service?” Several
knowledgeable people have told Roads With Reason that the main element in
determining “Level of Service” involves the average traffic speed. _And vet, the
consultants have steadfastly refused, despite repeated re uests, to come up with one
of the most important and elementary pieces of factual data concerning this entire
controversy! The closest we have ever gotten to this piece of data was when a DOT
audience member stated, during one of the very last meetings and after we had been
asking the question for nearly a year, that the average speed for a specific vehicle
was indeed around the legal speed limit (this contradicts numerous testimonials, from
both pro and anti four lane drivers, that the actual commuting speed somewhat
exceeds the speed limit of 55mph.) This same official also said that this meant that the
speed of cars behind the clocked vehicle would be slower, an odd statement which
was never explained. Roads With Reason repeatedly requested the methodology and
actual data which resulted in the proclaimed “Level of Service” for Highway 12, and
although we finally, after the hearings were concluded, have gotten the former, the
actual data concerning Highway 12 has never been given. We can only conclude that
the “Level of Service” chart is nothing more than the fiament of someone’s
imagination. (If one argues that this road needs two more lanes due to traffic numbers
alone, then the Madison beltline should be a twelve lane highway before construction
on Highway 12 is considered.)

Future Traffic Projections: This was the only subject which was really
debated extensively by the Committee. Projections by Ayers and Associates were
based primarily on projected demographic data (which apparently was solely derived
by projecting the future from past experience) and made no attempt to realistically deal
with real future considerations such as a substantial alteration of travel patterns of
Americans due to environmental and economic constraints which knowledgeable
experts are virtually unanimous in predicting will occur whether or not we want to think
about this. The committee members were content instead to accept the future
prophesies of a firm with a vested interest in building road projects which, if they were
put to a referendum like a public school building, would not be seriously considered by
anyone. When Roads With Reason attempted to cite experts on these matters such as
The National Academy of Sciences, the Smithsonian Institute and numerous other
sources, one four-lane proponent, who is a local insurance agent, exclaimed “I don't
have the time for this!”

How can you expect people to alter their mindset about these things when they
apparently don’t even believe the projections they cite as a principle justification for
expanding this road? In the most significant and telling vote taken with this committee,
Committee member Judith Reed made a motion that, if the traffic projections don't in
fact increase as predicted by Ayers, that we recommend that a reevaluation of the
need for this expansion be made before the actual construction date. This motion was -
defeated, 11 to 5. The main local proponent of this project. who over the course of




the year never tired of recited the DOT projections of increased traffic as a principle
justification for four lanes, was among those who voted against this motion.

: The issue of Sauk City and the Bypass: It's no secret that this is the
Catch-22 of this project . The original belief of many people was that a bypass was the
only thing which made any long term sense, once you decided you wanted a four lane
road. However, as people in this area began to wake up to what this would mean to
their own homes and businesses, as well as the severe environmental impact, the
pro-four lane Committee members began some behind-the-scenes negotiating with
local business interests which resulted in the meeting of March 1991 in which, with
virtually no discussion, a vote was rammed through in support of running the four
lanes straight into Phillips Boulevard in Sauk City. _lt is at this point that Roads With
Reason must point out that these Committee Hearings were nothing but a fraud.
Roads With Reason represents some of the people who will have their lives directly
effected by this project and we agreed to participate on this Committee with the
understanding that this was to be an apen and honest format. Making deals and
agreements without the knowledge of Committee members who opposed the four lane
in part because of issues exactly like these, is nothing more than a fraud on the entire
process as to why this committee was set up. Although the selection of the committee
members was criticized by some four lane opponents, the fact is that the Roads With
Reason representative who sat on this Committee never made this criticism and told a
number of different people that he felt it was actually about as balanced as could be

reasonably expected. Given the process and total lack of debate that resulted in the
vote at the Sauk City end, however, the fairness of this entire “study” is a joke.

It was at this point, actually, that the whole process began to fall apart. We were
told that public input was supposed to be a real factor in the Committee’s decisions.
When the Committee held the first series of public hearings it was in an information
vacuum (at least at the Sauk City end the press was ignoring the meetings.) Then,
after the issue began to become more public, the second set of public hearings,
instead of helping to guide the Committee’s decisions, became a final hurdle to pass
before immediately wrapping up and going home for good. Originally, this second set
of hearings was supposed to be_the basis for a reevaluation of our preliminary
recommendations. Instead, Committee members got a large packet of the comments
only a few days before the next meeting (many of them in opposition to the road, some
arguing their opinions in great detail,) and these were totally ignored in favor of
immediately calling it quits. Voting to ultimately construct a total of five bridges over
the Wisconsin River within a mile or two was too absurd a recommendation for
committee members to want to talk about it, and the solution was obvious: go home
and, as one committee member put it, “let another committee” worry about all this
again in a few years.

On July 14, 1992, the Sauk City Board has finally acknowledged the irrational
recommendation of the Highway 12 Committee and it unanimously rejected the
Committee’s recommendation. And as noted above, this final recommendation was
made by the Committee in order to_avoid bringing out the truth of this project: that a
bypass would be so environmentally, economically and socially destructive that most
remaining local public support for this project, which has always been built upon
" impossible promlses and expectations, would disappear.



U.S Highway 12 panel
1S not go%‘l/istener

As | covered the U.S. High-
way 12 Transportation Commit-
tcc mecting Monday about the
rura) segment between Middle-
“ton and Sauk City | was struck by
two things. ‘

First ou} of about 30 people
preseat, a mere three were
women including myscll, com-
mittce member Judith Reed rep-
resenting Danc County on trans-
portation, and an abscrver.

The remaining 16 commitice
members were men and all the
presenters of statistics on High-
way 12 waffic, and project

.options were men.

As I sat there making note of
this situation I thought 1o mysclf
this is typical of all governmen-
tal bodies and dccision making
groups and the idca was not
comforting.

Waiching this one microcosm
of burcaucracy at work | became
aware of the sccond thing that
struck me — any voice of dis-
scnion was not welcome amang
this group.

It secmed to me that the rep-
resentatives from the Depart-
ment of Transportation, the engi-
neering consulling (irm of Owen

Ayres & Associates, Inc. and

most of the commitice are push-
ing for the full four lanc option
with 65 percent of public com-
ment also favoring this option.

The formation of this commit-
tee, 1 assume, was to generale
discussion from diffcrent fac-
tions affccied by Highway 12
renovations — the communitics,
the fatmers, tourism and
industry.

But a lone dissenting voice,
that of Amos Roc representing
Roads with Reason, .was
repeatedly and sometimes rude-
ly squclched.

When questioning the inter-
prctation of two graphs on traffic
volumes, Roe, who persisied
when he still wasn't clear on the
answer given him, was impa-
tiently dismisscd.

When questioning how the
project was to be financed in
light of tight state budgets and
limited federal aid, Roe asked
specilically about the possibility
of toll booths or higher fuel tax-
es. (The four lanc proposal
would cost between $30 and $40
million by today’s estimates.)

After Roe's suggestions and
questions were peremptorily dis-
missed he persisted, calling for a
motion to discuss funding spe-
cifics at the next mecting — a
motion which was resoundly
defeated.

Roc questioned  statistics

Lisa v
Avelleyra- g
Treichel B

blic: Writer

showing high cconomic bencfits

ews—Repu les

- accompanying thc four lanc

option — $80 million in uscr
bencfits — asking if these statis-
tics took into account farmers
losing cropland.

Kevin jlagen said the statis-
tics did nat, which lcd Roc 1o say

- they were “misleading” with

Hagen responding, I don't sce it
that way.”

Finally whcn  forming the
motion to focus the next mect-
ing's discussion ‘on spot
improvenlents and the four-lane
option, Roc aticmpted to amend
the mation with a stipulation to
consider public-suggesticd
amcndinents to cither option.
Here he was abruptly and rudcly
cut off. . S

1am not arguing for or against
turning the rural scgment of
Highway 12 into four lancs. Pcr-
sonally | think most of the
hazardous situations causcd now
on that sucich arc ¢auscd by
impaticnt  drivers who gotla
make good time, but that docs
not take into account a few years
down the road when traffic is
going lo incrcase.

What I do question is why
waste the time and moncy 1o
conduct a study and form a com-
mittce il the outcome is scem-
ingly alrcady dccided. All infor-
mation sccms o reinforce the
argument for four lancs includ-
ing public comment.

But the public commcnt
received came from only 117

- individuals — hardly an over-

whelming stamp of approval
from all thosc affccted since
9.000 cars wavel Highway 12
daily.

I think Rac wants to get the
grass roots morc involved in this
project, generating a discussion
of issucs that justify the forina-
tion of such a committce.

Stomping on any opinion not
jibing with the majority is dis-
quicting in the very lcast.

Let's remember what our
country is supposed 10 be abong
—tolerance of varying opinions,
{recdom to cxpress them without
fear of reprisal and representa-
tive, truly represcniative not
automatic conscnsus,
government.




Farmland

My name is Marcella Breunig and | am a farm wife that lives on Highway 12. We
would like to keep our farm a family farm. This is something | wrote just before we
came over this evening:

When the food is no more, when milk is in demand and less, when there are
less green pastures and farmlands, and no more clean air and lakes and businesses,
and valleys and beautiful scenery in Sauk Prairie, do no holler to the Almighty for there
will be no more.

: | hope the-DOT and the Committes will take everyone who is affected by this
into consideration. Thank you. --5/2/91 Sauk City public hearing

'm Carol Herbrand...| was born and raised on a farm...| saw our farm being taken by
the highway. It's very sad what happened to the little town where | grew upin. It's no
longer in existence...Farmland is diminishing all the time...City folks are screaming
high food prices now and what will the future prices be like? When the farmers go
down, everyone goes down...It's the land that's becoming extinct not just the wildlife.
Every living thing depends on the land to survive. Farms are becoming an
endangered species. i Qv red i rmland. | was at
a national meeting not long ago when a native American spoke and the gist of his
spaech was how greedy the white man is... “take care of the land"--This is what the
Indians warned us years ago. Once the land is gone it cannat be replaced. Farming is
our business, must we be ruined for others to drive on super highways? Will we be
Paid for the rest of our lives for the business that we have built up and lost? It's our
investment, we're farmers at the foot of Springfield Hill. Farmers don't retire their land.
It passes down in the family. Should our investment and industry be ruined so that
selfish drivers can race down an expressway twice a day? Pick up the State Journal,
day after day, farm after farm, are being desfroyed. It isn't just Highway 12... it's all
over the state. My husband and | are part of this little committee called Roads with
Reason and that's what we advocate-- roads with reason.” -- 5/2/91 Sauk City public
hearing '

Farmland is disappearing at a rate of well over 4 million acres per year in the U.S..
The population of our country is growing at around 7000 people per day and the
growth rate is now expected to increase substantially. Highway 12 goes through some
of the best farmland in the entire state of Wisgonsin. Currently, due to action taken by
Gov. Thompson and the Legislature, the economic interests of gambling casinos and
dog tracks recieve gight times the weight in making road decisions than do family
farms.

Roads With Reason



We Can’t Keep Turning Farms Into Cities

Tothe Editay: . - IVV’I /{ll/ﬂ

William Safire's suggestion 1o put
new American cities in the 'wide
open spaces” (columu, Sepi. 25) may
soungd gond, but he misses imporfant
points. Much of the wide apen spaces
constitptes valugble farmlang. True,
such land can he developed for hous-
ing, shopping malls and the Jike.
Every foat so developed probably
means Jess high-grade farmland. In
some cases, the land Is fertile, has
adequate water -and is reasonably
close (o cities, Praduce can be grown
on it and fransporied to markets in
cities at a reasonable price.

As high-grade farmland is used for
development, farm praduce has to be
grown on land that is less fertile,
where water conditions may not be
- ideal, In the end, produce far human
cansumption will have less variety

and poorer quality and cost more.

- And as we take fine, open farmland
far development we remove habitats
- for birds, animals and plants of all
sorts. In some instances, we don’t
even know what we are destroying in
the name of development because (00
little is known about the flora and
fauna of the region. '

Use of the farmlands for develop-

ment willultimately mean more auto,

La A

bus and truck traffic on roads, streets
and freeways. Such congestion means
higher transport costs and increased
demand for costly freeways.

If we continue the pace of develop-
ment of good farmland, our society
will be paying a heavy price in future
years. A.B. MCNABNLY

Walnut Creek, Calif., Sept. 25, 1989
The writer is vice president for
conservation of the Mount Diablo
Audubon Saciety.



: Cltizéns favor
Highway 12 plan; will
meet on Dec. 12
To the Editor,

There is 3 group of well-meaning
citizens jn Sauk City, who would j
like to see Highway 12 widened to/
four lanes for safety and fo
improved economic life for Sauy|
City. This letter is addressed f

them and to all Sal{k Prairie Arﬂ. /

citizens.

Coming from the Chicago ares,
we have seen a certain pati¢rn,
repeated over and over again.
Thinking of LaGrange Rogd in the
southwest Chicago suburbs --

1. State wants to widen road
because of safety.

2. Road is widened to four Janes,
bypassing towns. - ., | L

.. 3. Real estate developers huy

‘ Jand and build, build and | uglq( ik

i 4. Next come the shopping nalls
and strip commerce along the

2 highway.” i

5. Soon there are oze:aglz%d

. sghools, oyer. burdened utilitjes,
'ggré road maintenance, etc. - all

- increasing taxes. . !

. §- By-passed towns begin to g‘i;

"+ gauch of the business move

' along the highway.

“77. Property tax revised from
farming rate tg ¢ommercial rate.

8. Remaoi}ggmt?armers forced to
ls'ell - taz.86 high they can’t make a
iving.

9. Traffic triples - SAFETY],
AGAIN BECOMES A PROBLEM j
other north/south roads are widen;

. ed to ease the problem with t,h?ﬁ

: same resulting urbanization. I
"> Unique to the Sauk Prairie Areg
are the historical landmarks, valu-

- gblg natural resougces, scepicareds

#nd wild life, alf of which Will be

detrimentally affected. oo
Many people have asked why we
selected Sauk Prairie as our retire-
ment spot. These twin towns-
offered the very best in Wisconsin
living. They were vital producing
" towns with all of the things
necessary for a full and active

retirement. To Jive and shop in a
friendly, well-maintained and in-
teresting community is a source of
pleasure for us. These two towns,
thanks to participating citizens,
have managed to combine the very
best of the OLD with the most
valuable of the NEW. May they
continue to grow and prosper.

. ) Mary DiNovo
P.S. ‘““Roads With Reasons’’
group will meet Dec. 12 at 7:30
p.m. at the Community Center,
Manroe at Jackson in Sauk City.
Everybody is welcome.

JUDY MANN

PP
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‘Wages of Rampan

they are, people who live in

places like Fairfax County

; are gaing to' move out, go broke

i-or mount a tax revolt.

" Real estate assessments in

i "Northern Virginia are going

;. through the roof, and now the

| Virginia General Assembly is

- going to let local jurigdictions tax

. the citizenry to pay for road

* improvements, This is the

solution to runaway growth?
The present Fairfax County

Board of Supervisors was swept

into pffice on a slow-growth tide

:. of sentiment that was fueled by

 ‘Soaring housing costs and real

I estate assessments, and by

. traffic jams of monumental-
proportions, Civility has become
a casualty on the road. It is not -
the least uncommon now to see
drivers chasing each other to
settle some perceived grievance,
racing to cut each other off, and
exchanging symbolic gestures.
Tailgating is a popular outdoor
sport, and on some roads you
simply must be willing to go at
least 10 miles over the speed

" limit to avoid being run down b
your fellow drivers. . .

People aren’t quite shooting

. | f things keep going the way

each other on the freeways with -

- the abandon they had for a while
in California, but that may not be
too far behind.

News accounts about the
localities’ new taxing powers
give ghastly predictions about
the population explosion

. expected here and what
conditions are looking like down
the road, so to speak: In the next
20 years, the number of
households in Northern Virginia
is expected to increase by
two-thirds over the 1985 level,
and the number of cars is
supposed to go up 88 percent.

The bulk of that growth is
supposed to occur in Fairfax,
Prince William and Loudoun
counties. All three are expected

" to hold referendums on local
income taxes that would pay for
transportation improvements.

Under the formula approved
by the General Assembly,
localities—with the approval of
their voters—could impose an
income tax in quarter percent
increments of up to 1 percent
for a period of five years.

. Estimates are that a 1 percent
"income tax in Fairfax would
* produce $131 million a year for
.a variety of projects ranging
- from the Fajrfax County
Parkway (Springfield Bypass) to
"widenihg of 1-66 outside the
Capital Beitway. Corporate
income taxes would be increased
from 6 to 7 percent under the
“plan. '

Families with incomes of
$50,000 would pay an additional
$500 a year in taxes—or $2,500

i taves aver the five.vear

. asmall drop in the tax rate, but

rowth

period. The consolation is that it
would be deductible on your
federal tax form,

That’s the same consolation
that you have available when you
consider what has happened to
real estate assessments in the
past three years. Fairfax ig
predicting an average increase
in this year’s assessments of 18

-percent, which-means that real
estate assessments in that ’
county will have gone up an
average of more than 40 percent
over three years. [n Arlington,
where the resale value of homes
has also soared, real estate
assessments went up an average
of 16 percent last year and are
expected to go up 29 percent
this year. :

Officials in both jurisdictions
have, in the past, used the
sleight-of-hand device of trying
to offset, the assessment hike by

the net effect in Fairfax last year
was that the typical homeowner
paid about $250 a year more in
real estate taxes.

A news story that appeared on

April 16, 1988, revealed a
significant development that
Fairfax County supervisors
would do well to remember

" transportation is a nightmare

- the citizens to fork over

when asking voters for new
taxing authority: Supervisor
Thomas M. Davis HI (R) said
that for tlie first time in years
his Mason district constituents
voted resoundingly—by 63
percent in his annual survey—to
reduce services rather than
increase taxes.

There’s nothing wrong with
reducing services or, for that:
matter, keeping a lid on salaries.
Fairfax county’s budget in 1989
was $1.8 billion. Its top two
officials—the county executive
and the school superintendent—
are paid substantially more than
the members of President
Bush's Cabinet who run federal
agencies affecting the entire
country. This is a county that
has spared no expense—and
maybe those days are over.

Past county boards-have
justified the runaway growth on
grounds that development adds
to the tax base. So far, the
developers and landholders have
made vast fortunes, affordable
housing has disappeared,

and real estate assessments
have soared.

And now, as the handiest
solution, the Board of )
Supervisors will try to persuade

hundreds of dollars a year to pay
for ronds—which will lead to
more growth, more congestion,
and more taxes just as surely as
the sun rises over developer Til
Hazel's 4,000-acre farm in
pastoral Fauguier County. In the
end, he may be the only one who

ran afinrd o Yiun Baro




Roads

With

Reason

RTITNE o, 0 L r G AIE

T

"Mary Ann Cerick, a Herndon resident sinca 1965, had a moment of confusion
recently while driving home from Dutles afrport, three miles from héré:

‘I was looking at th® skyliné and wohdering, 'ts this Herndon, or did | make &
wrong turn?” ) ) )

It's Herndon, all right, but # has been radically changad in just & few
years...Twenty-thred miles from downtown Washington, D.C., Harndon...Is directly
In the path of 4 nonsiop developmént wavé that has basn pushing west from the
capital, bull-dozing thosé pastures dnd tiny towns...Th® booni 8licits mixed

* feelings heré. Whilé somé Hémdon résldents aré gélting rich, others 4ré
unnerved and unhdppy...local stréats aré baginning to résémble thé Long fstand
Expressway at rush hour; $300,000 houség 4rd baing bullt, pticing out peoplé
accustomed to $125,000 homes a few y84rs &go; traes &ré disappeding, &nd
storm water, no longér absorbed by grass dnd tréés, 18 tooding baséments and
yards. °Atthis stage, the Impeicts are radlly §6v6ra, 8ay8 Mi. DeNoysr. ‘A lot of
people are upset.’ : _

Only now are somé peoplé adopting & consérvationlst stanc...(this) was
conspicuously absént 4 few years ago, whén dévélopérs wéra layling plans to
remake the fown. "We know Harndon can't tay pastoral, but it &hould b livable,’
$naps Ann Csonka, & loriglimé residént. Sha and othéré féar that tha samé uban
probléms 4ré being re-creatad ovér And ovar, wharavar thd path 6f dvalopmient
tums. /

Not fong ago, Hémdon was & quist dalry and gréin c8ntér, & rural dscape
from Washington...Nobody forasaw how much--or how rapidiy--Hérmdon would
changs. A few officé bulldings went b In 1984, but lown officials 8ay tha boom

bécame apparent In 1985 and 1986 whén they Wéré deligad with zoning
requests. The dction seems to hvé beén triggéréd by the 1984 opaning of local
access lanés on the toll rodd betwash Washington dnd Diillés alrport..” —-from &

Wall SL. J. articlé 7/89
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' By Divip Bekeman .
| . DiiPage County, west of Chieago, has

been the site of Somie of the rhbst rapid atd
substantial growth In Illinols. This growth
was encouragéd by residents and political
leadérs, in the firm bellef that it would
bring about a higher quality of life. Eco-
notnic growth wotild, it was hoped, so boost
the county's tax basé that government
could cut ‘the tax raté and still collect
gieater and greater revenués to pay fot
bétter schools, public Services and roads.
- Instedd, deSpite the years of growth, lo-
cdl property tax rates have steadily in-
| creased, To understind why, Dalip
Barnmli, diréctor of the county's réglonil
planning commission, cohducted 4 study
this spring. The study’s résults suggest 4

causal réjationship betwaen new develop! -

ment 8hd Increases fir local property tax
levies. Nonresidentlal developmeht had

more fhah three ties the impact of test-
dential development. This finding, it true, .

challenig#s fundamental bellefs, held by 16«
cal governiment officlals across the coii:
try, about the value of development. De-
velopment, especlally ¢ommercial and in-
dustrial dévelopinent, places burdens on
publie Infrastructure afid sétvices that are

not repaid by the increased vahie of the

land,

.. The study xarfilfied local tixatioh from

1986 through 1989, threé years of steep lﬂx
rate hikes and employfherit growth. Thé
fact that both tax rates and employment

jumped at the same time Is startling—the

relationship was exactly the opposite of
what county offlclals and most soclal sef-
entists would have expected. The principal
explaniation offered by the study for this

Boom

~the cost of living In DuPags, teachet sala:
rlés had to
-~ Tedcher salatle, ,
dmorig thé highest in the tegioh, -

‘shopping . centéts=which requiré ' new .
rodds dnd mote costly mamtenanee bf ex- | -

patados 18 that tHe fib Hesidehts attracted

y job growth demanded fiot only more

services, but better--and this fitore expefi-
sivé—-services. Fot ihstance, as moré and
more edicatéd people were drawh to Dy
Page County by its perceived quality of
life, they derfianded higher quality eduéa
tiont for theif children—which means at--
tracting high-quality teacters, at highep
salarles. And becausé urbanization ralsied
to tise Agaln to Keep pace,
galaMes In Dubage ar’ebgow
By placing s6 thuch ephasts of the

¢dst of services,: however, the DuPage

study may have misséd the most Impor- -
tant feasofi that the cost of govetnment ;.
has Inctéaséd fastst than the coumty's re- -
Sources. Many of the éntetprises sptifiging °
- Up In places liké DuPage ate “post-ihdus.
 trial”—the back offices of Hineial Serv-:
Ices firms or depots for the shipping afid

consolidation of manufacturéd goods. U

@ the factotles of the past hery § Wollld ‘
like the factotfes of the past, these efiter " of taxétion 48 Much a8 on the amount of
- land they otcupy to olfset the burdé they - i taxation.

- place on public capital, This Is particulatly *

Pﬂses may not add enough valué to the
true of retail developmetit—malls and

isting toads,

Because post-(ndustrisl operationg do
© ot neéd to cohicentrate Int Aty one specitie’ *

place~as factories needed to bé situated

on 4 rail [ine—théy ean seek chieap land on -
- the petiphety of the community, which te-

Yuires the county to build expensive Infra- ..

structure to réach out to those low-density - -

dreas, In thé past, much of the cost of new
)

County, Bust Budget

LT

ot b
bu

FeqUIFe | few -

dévelopmenl-gamcularly the ¢ost of
toads and highways—was subsidized by
the federtl govetnmetit. The énd of reve-
fue-sharing has shifted thess costs back

- from the natlofi at large to local citizens,

Cutlously, the bellef that development

18 Iuerative may be one of the reasons it

Ish't: A8 eitles and countles cotnpete for

"dévelopmient; they are tempted to subsi--

dize it efthet thtough tax abatements or

lgh publicly financed eapltal spetiding,

Indiistey has been able to pay tewer snd
<+ fawet. of the costs It ihposes—the ditter- !
- éticé 18 fnade up by the publie.

_ Interestingly, the DuPage study did not
€all for further Ificre4ses in property taxes -

,OF evéll thxes on new developinents to off- .
“8et thelf costs. But 4 réuding of the study
- does suppest that an uriequal local tax sys-
: teth ha8 evolved, by which—through gbate-

st

T b S s e o

by fiew develop 8 being pa

é béneficlary of the develogmp:m
ut by local lahdowners. trdte local tax-

payeérs woilld do well to fotus oft etudlity

_ Actoss the eountry, devélopers have
béeh able to thwart growth management
fovements by atguing that davelopment is
the ehly way to check rises I property
txes, If the assoctation between taxation
ahd developfriéht suggested by the DuPags
study 12 confitiried, 4 powetful fiew argy-
{nem fo managinig growth may be émerg-
hg, - e

M., Betgman 18 editor of PubBE TR«
tnent Netws, a quarterly publiskéd By the
g;zgﬁcan Planning Assoctation In Chi-

0. . ' - .

i




Global Warming

“Rapid changes in the global environment caused by human activity demand urgent corrective
action on an international scale, scientists, governmerit leaders and industry officials said today. At
a forum on ‘Global Change and Our Common Future’ organized by the National Academy of
Sciences and the Smithsonian Institution, speakers repeatedly urged that major economic, scientific
and political resources be immediately committed to solvirg...global warming... Thomas Lovejoy,
vice president of the Smithsonian Institution, (sald) ‘Massive intstvention in society is required ovet
a very short time span, perhaps less than 20 years.’ A main message of the forum, said Martin
Holdgate, director of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and former chief science
adviser to the British Government, was that ‘we would be incredibly stupid not to take these dangers
as real.”--5/3/90 New York Times

“A panel of scientists warned today that uhless emissions of carbon dioxide and other harmful
gases were immediately cut by more than 60%, global tsmperatures would rise sharply ovet the
next century, with unforeseeable congsequences for humanity... the repott had immediate political
consequences... Margaret Thatcher... breaking with the Bush Administration’s skepticism ovér the
need for immediate action, said today that if other countries did theit part, Britain would teduce the
projected growth of its carbon dioxide emissions snough to stabilize tham at 1990 levels by the year
2005...Mrs. Thatcher's action is a blow to the Bush Administration, which was counting on hér as its
major ally...Prof. Bert Bolin, the chairman of the intargovertimental panal, described (her) action as
‘very useful’ but said, ‘It is not enough in the long term."... The exscutive surmmary... said that the
scientists in the panel were ‘certain’ that emissions of carbon dioxids, methana, chloroflourocarbons
and nitrous oxide were enhancing a natural greenhouss effect.” -- 5/26/90 New York Times

“I don't have the time for this!” Paul Meyer, Highway 12 Study Committes member in responss to
questions by Roads With Reason as to whether future traftic projéctions by the DOT seriously
considered the issue of global warming. (late 1990)

“The Bush Administration today opened an international conference on global warming with the
declaration that the U.S. will stabilize its overall production of tha gases that have been linked to
rising world temperatures...The Administration also said for the first tithe in an international setting
that it believed global warming was a problem...the White House today said that it was rélying on
aspects of its long-awaited national energy strategy. Conserving snergy would reduce the
production of such gases, the White House said.” 2/4/91 New Yotk Timas

“We all want to resolve environmental concerns such as...global warting, fossil fuel consumption
and we need to address those issues in the appropriate (sic) state, faderal and international forurm.
One thing is certain, you will not accomplish these goals by having a dangerous two-lane Highway
12.”--Tom Jackson 5/2/91

“The old White House position was this isn't a problem and we're not going to do anything about it
anyway, sdid Dr. Michael Oppenheimer, an atmosphétic physicist at the Environmental Defense
Fund in New York. ‘The new position is yes, this i§ a problem, but we'ra &till ot going to do
anything about it.”--quoted in 2/4/91 article (see above)

Roads With Reasen
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~against W269 N1574 Meadowbrook Road

Pewaukee, Wl 53072
Q‘Pﬁ;‘%_q 2 August 2, 1992

Mr. Charles H. Thompson

Secretary, Department of Transportation
Room 1208 Hill Farms

4802 Sheboygan Avenue

Madison, Wl 53705

Dear Secretary Thompson:

I was in attendance at the July 22, 1992 meeting of the Transportation
Projects Commission as a Waukesha County resident strongly opposed to
the Waukesha West bypass. Because of the number and Tength of
addressees and the time constraints under which your group was working,
| was unable to address the commission on that occasion. Please consider
my comments at this time,

Let me address, in turn, each of the objectives that you use in determining
the relative merit of the candidates for enumeration:

1. Enhance Wisconsin's Economy: While this project will benefit some
companies, such as Godfrey Corporation, it is clear that other
businesses such as those in the downtown Waukesha would suffer,
Do we really want a "rob Peter to pay Paul” economic development
plan? | think not.

)

Improve Highway Service: No proponent of the bypass has provided
undisputed evidence that there is a mobility problem., There may be

a convenience problem, but that hardly justifies the cost and disruption
of this project.

3. Improve Highway Safety: Can we justify bisecting the Meadowbrook
School district with this major highway? Bridges and embankments,
highways and children are a potentially deadly mix. |

Let me add my personal safety concerns at this time. | am a resident
who lives approximately 1500 feet north of the northern termination of
this project. Although the proposed route is expressly designed to
provide access to Interstate 94, a fair amount will continue north on



Meadowbrook Road. Meadowbrook Road is a hilly country highway with
sharp curves and little if any shoulder. There is absolutely no way that

It could safely handle the increase in traffic that would result from the
construction of this bypass.

4. Minimize Undesirable Impacts: Evidence of community, business and
environmental disruption was provided at the hearing. Already
developers have purchased adjoining tracts with plans for major
subdivisions. Our semi-rural way of life is being assaulted.

2. Serve Community Objectives: Identifying which way the majority of
the community residents felt on this issue was obvious at the hearing.
For the past few years, the residents in the proposed bypass area
have fought this project. We have been ignored and we have been
frustrated. But we haven't given up. We still came out in large
numbers last month to protest this plan. We will continue to do so
until 1t 1s abandoned.

Sincerely,

/ -
Tl K\ St
)
Patricia J. Bahr

ccs: Transportation Projects Commission Members
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August 3, 1992

To: State Transportation Projects Commission

C
From: Richard Clouse,ﬂ'RQ, Box 290, Chippewa Falls WI 54729

I believe the State and Federal money should go where it gets the
most value, as that is the way I want my money spent. The Outer
Bypass is the way to go.

Why destroy homes and building and future expansion where the
Inner Corridor will go?

The traffic problems on the present Hwy 53 can be solved with
improvements on the highway. Also, with the completion of the
North Crossing this will relieve the problem between Highway 12
and the Birch Street area.



DATE: August 4, 1992
TO:  THE TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS COMMISSION
FROM: ELDON LUSTIG, 940 ALSACE #10, ALTOONA WI 54720
RE:  USH 53 BYPASS PROJECT

| wish to address the subject of highway safety. | am one of the State
Drivers License Examiners in Eau Claire with almost 27 years’ experience in
my field, and | have a view of the situation that you might not have heard
previously.

The Highwc.y Division of the DOT has been stating the Inner Bypass
will have the most effect on reducing accidents and injuries on the present
Highway 53. | take issue with those statements. | travel Highway 53 every
day, five days a week. Also, | conduct road tests for the State with the

applicants on Highway 53.

It is not the ROAD that causes accidents. It is driver error! [f you
check the accident reports over the past year on present Highway 53, you
will find these reasons for accidents: failure to yield at stop signs, failing to
obey traffic signals, following too close, unsafe devidtion on lane changes,
efc. Not one ticket was thrown out of court because the road was at fault.

Congestion is apparent at peak times during the week as workers go
to and from their jobs, and during the summer holiday season as tourists

travel to their destinations. It is during this holiday season that you will find



traffic counters lying across the highway. Is this so the DOT’s Highway
Division can get the highest counts possible — and is this a true refleg’rion
of actual traffic problems all year long?

The best solution to all the above problems, | Believe, is to build an
Outer Bypass (the only true bypass), taking off 95% of the large, slow
trucks; motor homes; campers; boats; and the autos that do not want to
stop in the Eau Claire area. Then improve the intersections accessing the
present Highway 53. (This is planned to be done with either bypass
proposal.)

People go where the road goes. Let us build for the long term, not a
temporary solution, and save the taxpayers $11 million in these trying

financial times. All taxpayers would appreciate that.
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Loke Qdenial Egtersions
- FOR Mo-Build Qlfernative

DALE J. RICHARDS

City of Oak Creek HOME (414 7620025

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR (414) 768-6548
il 8640 S HOWELL AVE m OAK CREEK, WI 53154 FAX (414) 768-9587

August 5, 1992

Representative David Brandemuehl
Room 401 - 100 North Hamilton Street
Madison, WI 53708

Dear Representative Brandemuehl:

As support for the No-Build Alternative of the Lake Arterial Extension increases, the City of Oak
Creek Common Council and the Lake Arterial Extension Committee wishes to re-emphasize their
position regarding this alternative. In our opinion, the most equitable solution would be the No-
Build Alternative, with spot improvements receiving the same state funding as the other
alternatives under consideration. This could alleviate congestion and traffic flow problems unique
to each individual community. This way, each municipality would receive its share of benefits
without the unfair burden of undesirable consequences.

As the study of the Lake Arterial Extension reaches its final phases, we urge you to consider what
we believe is the most logical alternative. What a tremendous waste the EIS would be, both
financially and environmentally, if the knowledge available from it is not used NOW to best serve
the communities it encompasses.

Very truly yours,

Dale J. Richards

Mayor
DJR/psb
cc: Council
Lake Arterial Extension Committee
City Administrator

City Attorney



Marshfield Area
Chamber of Commerce & Industry
P.O. Box 868

110 E. Second St.

Marshfield, WI 54449

August &6, 1992

Transportation Projects Commission
Secretary Charles H. Thompson
Department of Transportation

Room 120B Hill Farms

4802 Sheboygan Ave.

Madison, WI 53705

Dear Commission Members and Secretary Thompson:

The Marshfield Highway 13 Regional Mobility Study which
recommends a highway boulevard along our railroad corridor is
of paramount importance to the growth and development of our
community and the Central Wisconsin region.

Thus, I feel compelled to clarify some of the misleading
statements and misconceptions made by the group of senior
citizens and Tom Swenson at the public hearing of the
Transportation Projects Commission in Appleton on July 29.

The group of citizens who came to the Hearing represented our
Senior Citizens Club which meets at our Armory and counts
among its membership a group of long-time Marshfield
residents who were born and raised here. It may be
noteworthy to make particular mention of the fact that if the
boulevard goes through, the Armory will be razed and this
group would need %o find another meeting place. Our National
Buard, however, is not affected as it has been given airport
land by the city and is presently in the design stage.
Marshfield has another senior citizen organization, the
Marshfield Senior Community Center Association which is
housed in our Senior Center and represents a larger

group of seniors. The Association is, in fact, a member of
our Chamber of Commerce.

In response to the number of displaced residences and
businesses, Donahue & Associates is preparing a more accurate
count far DOT. I respect the feelings and opposition of any
individual who might lose their home or business due to a
highway project. However, to the best of my knowledge, very
few homeowners have voiced an objection. Due to the aging
condition of the housing stock along the railroad corridor,
many of the residents are looking forward to the opportunity
of upgrading their housing. Two have personally called me
with support and requests for more information.

Marilyn Hardacre
Executive Director
715/384-3454
1-800-422-4541
FAX 715/387-8925
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I know of no business to be displaced which has voiced an
objection. More importantly, Wick Building Systems, which
would lose its frame shop; Marshfield Machinej; and
DOpportunity Development Centers, Inc. have written letters of
support which are enclosed in your Marshfield binder.
Marshfield Coop and Weiler Fuels have already inquired of my
office about available land in our Industrial Park and

are looking forward to a site in a more suitable location
than where they are now located. The owner of the All Vac
Center, a business to be impacted, was just in my office and
very supportive of the boulevard.

The Board of Directors of the Marshfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and Industry has never claimed unanimous support of
our membership. However, out of 466 members, which is a
large Chamber membership for a community our size, only two
firms have dropped their membership; one being Robert
Radtke's insurance agency. MACLCI, therefore, reaffirms that
the business community is solidly behind the recommended

boulevard.

Mayor Duerr has sent you correspondence referring to the
mayoral election in April. I will not elaborate any further
except to say that 1 have personal friends who support the
houlevard and voted for Marvin Duerr.

In response to Tom Swenson's testimony, I believe his survey
deserves more scrutiny. The young people doing the survey
did not and would not reveal their identity nor the purpose

of the survey. I personally know of two individuals who
refused to finish the survey when the identification was not
given — and one person called does not live in the city.

In summary, support has been given for this project by every
involved government body, every industry in ocur Industrial
Park and east side industrial community, the Marshfield
business community, Downtown Business Asscciation, Main
Street, and our news media. A copy of yesterday's newspaper
editorial is enclosed. I know of no official organization in

opposition.

On behalf of opur City, and its future growth and development,
I implore the Commission's enumeration of this highway
project. Some amount of opposition to highway location can
nearly always be anticipated. In 1988, a bus of residents
from Baker Street in Wisconsin Rapids appeared before the
Commission to protest Highway 54 in that city. However,
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officials in Wisconsin Rapids had also worked many long years
to gain enumeration, and a favorable vote of support was
given. In the five years 1 served on the TPC, I do not
recall any project that did not have some degree of
opposition.

Marshfield has worked for 25 years to resolve our Highway 13
traffic problem. Our sincere appreciation is extended to the
Department of Transportation for its time, effort and
patience with the Marshfield Highway 13 Regional Mobility
Study.

Yours truly,

Lo

Marilyn Hafdacre
Executive Director
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Opinion

James V. Eyky.
Willilam R. Hea
Karen S. Olson
Richard J, Tho
Bernice M. Bra

Road protest

has impact

THE DUST hasn't qulte set-
tled on the Near East Boule-
vard,

1t is still a question of when —
OR IF —h Marshﬁ;:ld's il}:emal
highway bypass plan will sce
dagylligh{ GO?:; into last week's
hearing before the Transporta-
tion Projects Commission, it
looked as though the city had
solid support and that its chances
were good. Coming out of that
hearing, afier a visible protest by
a loosely knit group of city and
area residents, we're not so
sure. ’

A lot of people have
misconceptions about this pro-
ject, which is designed to allev-
iate traffic congestion and
reduce high accident rates along
Central Avenue, which is.
Highway 13 through the heart of
town. The bypass would fol-
low an abandoned railroad
right of way to intersect Central
at First Street and to connect the
north and south legs to Highway
13.

THE TPC SEEKS a consensus

— strong support for highway

projects, Protest voices, even if

they represent 2 minority opi-
nion, unfortunately carry a lot of
welght.

Commissioners must now
analyze what they have heard
and review the printed material
presented to them. In tum, they
must decide whether a highway
project is indeed wanted  and
needed here. If so, they "will
enumerate it and put it on the
construction schedule,

The door was wide open for
Marshfield this year. It had a lot
of friends on the Commission
and the Depantment of
Transportation and even Gov.
Tommy Thompson, who chairs
the panel, seemed to favor the
project. All that was necded was
for the city to build a strong case
for the work and 1o show its

- solid suppont,
" WHILE QUESTIONS have
been raised here from the outset
of the engincering study, it ap-
peared going into the hearing
that there was a consensus — at
least from City Hall. The

Council did endorse the

engineers’ study and agreed to

abide by their | recommenda-
tions,

If there was a surprisc at the
hearing, it was that two aldermen
proudly wore a green ribbon that
read, “Boulevard No, Bypass
Yes.” There is too much
about-face changing of minds on

- the Council these days, dictated
“in part by which way the polit-
ical winds arc blowing.

‘We contend that these aldermen
and others who opposc the
.Boulevard plan because they
think they can get a true bypass
are living in a dream world. -

State officials have made it clear
that a bypass around the town is
not feasible, too costly and
would not take cnough traffic off
of Central. Such a bypass is' not
under serious consideration.

THE WAY that we read it: It’s
the Boulevard or nothing,

If the state pulls the plug, afier
spending about $1 million on
engineering, traffic count and
other studies, don't look for
those officials to come back to
town with money in hand
anytime soon. I's possible that
the state may ask to have parking
banned on Central Avenue and
for the city to create some tumn
lanes if this $22 million project
(which would be supporied by
gasoline tax and license plate
renewal fees that we all pay)
does die.

If the city loses this project,
Marshfield taxpayers will have
to pay for pressing street im-
provements — several of which
were  incorporated into  the
Boulevard plan — within a matter
of years. We're talking about
Oak and Peach avenues and E.
Fourth Street.

WE HOPE, HOWEVER, that
our legislators and the others on
the TPC panel will closely look
at the current ‘strect and traffic
conditions and the nceds of this
communily. Everyone must
understand that the Boulevarnd
won't be built today or tomor-
row. In the best-case scenario,
this is a project that won't be
completed for six or more
years.

The fact is, Marshficld is
‘growing.. And the community
must plan for that .growth, An
unclogged and accessible strect
and highway network is vital to
bring goods and services to and
from the business and industrial
interests  of this  community.
Marshfield is quitc a distance
from the freeway system, but
there will be greater reliance on
Highway 29 and Highway 10,
two routes that are being

upgraded.

IF MARSHFIELD loscs out on
this project, we hope that the
critics — many of whom did not
really understand the dynamics.
of the Boulevard — will be will-
ing and able to pay higher taxes
10 support present and futurc
street needs,

Marshfield lost out in the 1960s
when the powers that be couldn’t
decide which side of town 1o
build a bypass on. The state sent
lts money elsewhere, We should
have leamed from that mistake,
That indecision and in-fighting
cost us a lot of growth and de-
velopment.

To think that sdme people are
telling the state 10 keep its
money this time, 100, seems
ludicrous.

&,

W2 SPEELy,

BT DRPTHE
TRUKM. RCOSEVELTAUD
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\
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Bush, Clinton lean

WASHINGTON When
Cocteau, the French writer, was
asked if. he belie in luck, he
replied, “Of course, How else do
you explain the success of those you
don’t like?” George Bush will be
forgiven. for believing Bill Clinton
has of late been lucky,

Afler the Bush campaign tricd, for
several weeks, with scant success,
to portray Clinton as a crypto-leftist
on domestic policy, events in
Baghdad and the Bnﬁ(ans suddenly
shilted atiention o foreign policy.
And 13: popped Clinton 1o the right
of Bush,

Regarding foreign Policy, the Cold
War defined the political spectrum
in terms of opposition to aggressive
left-wing regimes, so “the right”
came to mean readiness for am-
bitious U.S. interventions, perhaps
involving military actions. In the
short run, at least, Clinton may
benefit from sceming 1o be “io the
right” by suggesting insufficient
U.S. efforts against Baghdad and on
behalf of Bosnia. But there may be
an opportunily for Bush, . groggy
though he is, at Jast to land a punch
in this, the first post-Cold War
clection.

There is an old story of candidate
Nixon being told in 1960, that he
should not "wlk wo much about
foreign policy because what matters
on Election Day is “the price of
hogs in St. Louis.” On the other
hand, as Democratic  candidates
must be repeatedly reminded, you
cannot mn for president of the
Department of Health and Human
Services.

By suggesting U.S. military sup-

By George Will
Washington Post Group

port for UN.-sanctioned air strikes
aﬁ‘umsl. Serbian attacks on rclief
cfforts in Bosnia, Clinton scemed to
put the Democratic Party on the
muscular side of a forcign’ policy
dispute. That may draw the fangs of
Republicans who ‘relish’saying that
the most recent Demacratic presi-

denl invaded a vast country with’

eight helicopters, and that on the
most recent  significant  foreign
policy decision, the authorization of

ert Storm, most Democrats took
a position 10 the left of the United
Nations, -

In appearing w0 be to the right of
Bush, Clinton was helped — this is
becoming a pattem — by the hapless
Marlin Fitzwater, He was sent forth
to lambastc Clinton, bt did ‘so
without understanding that Clinton
had  said  approximately  what
Delense Secrel Cheney and Sca.
Richard Lugar (ranking Republican
on the Forcign Rclations Comnit-
tee) have said. .

Mcanwhile, Saddam Husscin's
cunning continues o tamish the
achievement of which Bush is most
proud. Merely by continuing 10
draw breath — never mind tonmen-
ting the enforcers of the cease-fire

agreement Husse:
Democrats to call atem
Bush administration’s
of him (Clinton’s word)
invasion of Kuwait. But 1
must be said on Bush's be
First, when Iragi agp
curred, Bush tcsr:iq)mlc&l
most Democrats did.
Second, it is implausi
Cst, as many Democrat.
ew more hours of the D
offensive would have
problem of lrag. Bec
stopped  when he
Americans are not nov
the back alleys of Bag
remembers beter than
evidently do how decp
became  involved in ¢
nam'’s future by being it
the 1963 assassination oi
difficult 1o disengage frc
whosc regime you have ¢
Third, regarding the
Balkans, do Dcmtscmls
Bush is 0o reluctant 1o
fratricide? Do they think
should aim at—what? |
delicate orchid of demo
stony soil of south centra

Buchanan ge

WASHINGTON — President
Bush’s campaign managers have
rolled over opposition from While
House Chicf of Staff Sam Skinner
and  pencilled  in  conscrvative
residential challenger Pat
uchanan for a [rime-time speaking
slot at the R lican co ion in

Skinner p § that Buch
rimary campaigns against Bush

d led 10 Bush’s political demise,
But campaign senior adviser Charlie
Black, trying to rebuild the presi-
dent’s right  fank, ingisted on
gl@uli_ng _ Buchanan. Republican

Houston.

Rich Bond, who
has been one of Buchanan's
sha;pesl critics, backed Black,

fontnntar Althoasoh  ITmcon® o o

ts pri




END

END



August 9, 1992
TO: Transportation Projects Commission
FROM: Dave Krista, 832 Harriet St., Altoona, WI 54720

RE: HWY 53 BYPASS

I can see Hastings Way (Hwy 53) from where I live.
Though it may have a few faults, it does not take a lot of money
to help it. It take a lot of traffic to support it. I have
counted traffic at a lot of different times. I don't know how
the DOT counts, but when I count I start with one. I question
their count on present Hwy 53 and what they say; " that it will
not take the necessary traffic off the present Hwy 53 with an
Outer Bypass."

It has been stated, "people are dying out there. (Hastings
Way.) Is it the roads fault? I think not, it is human error!

The Outer Bypass will benefit the Chippewa Valley, and we
have plenty of industrial land in Altoona to grow and we need to
grow, our tax rate is higher than Eau Claire. The whole Chippewa
Valley needs to grow.

Thank you.



ST. CROIX COUNTY
WISCONSIN

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
715-796-2227
P.O. BOX 108 HAMMOND, WI 54015

August 10, 1992

Representative David Brandemuehl
Transportation Projects Commission
Room 401 - 100 North Hamilton Street
Madison, WI 53708

Dear Representative Brandemuehl:

We would just like to follow up on our presentation that was made to the
Commission on July 29th in Appleton.

First and foremost, we would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
allowing us the time to present our concerns regarding the 35/64 Houlton to
New Richmond Project. We realize that these concerns are much more
immediate to us because we are more closely associated, but hope that we
have portrayed the sense of urgency necessary to improve this area.

We also realize that there are numerous budget constraints, but as was
mentioned in our presentation, we believe an investment in the 35/64
Corridor Project is a very good utilization of the limited resources which
we all have to work with and will provide a service to all of Wisconsin,
not just a segmented area.

In addition, we feel this will bolster the economic development of the area
and surrounding communities throughout northwest Wisconsin, as well as the
much needed and emphasized tourist industry that Wisconsin has been
promoting extensively.

Once again, we thank you for the opportunity to present our concerns and
familiarize you with the 35/64 Project and sincerely urge your
consideration and support of this vital project for the Transportation
Industry and Wisconsin. ' '

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, do not hesitate to contact
me.

Sincerely,

. Fedderly, P.E.
St. Croix County Highway Commissioner
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DATE: AUGUST 11, 1992
TO: TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS COMMISSION

FROM: DONALD CARPENTER, P.O. BOX 172 ALTOONA WI 54720
RE: HWY 53 INNER BYPASS

I wish to make a few'brief statements regarding the Inner Bypass.
I favor the Outer Bypass

For health and well-being for the citizens in this area the Outer

Bypass would be the best suited.

The Golden Age Retirement area and the Oakwood Villa are within a

few blocks of the Inner bypass. The elderly retired and sickly

do not need the added noise to stress out their remaining vears,

The Outer route is the most favorable for a healthier financial

growth throughout the Chippewa Valley.

The traffic situation would greatly improve and would save fuel,

time and reduction of accidents and it is what the majority of

the people want, and not what the DOT is trying to push.

Thank you.

Donald Carpenter, Transportation Specialist



Pertaining to the public hearings in
Platteville on 7-20-92 and Madison on 7-22-92
in regard to an expressway from

Dodgeville to Dickeyvillew--- - AGRINVST

Whereas U. S, 151 and U. S. 18 run concurrently from Dodgeville to
Madison and U. S, 151 and U. S. 61 run concurrently from Dickeyville to
Dubuque and U, S. 151 is a single highway from Dodgeville to Dickeyville.

Whereas the traffic count on U, S. 151 from Dodgeville to Dickeyville
doeg not justify a four lane,

N Whereas counties would have additional maintainance costs on
frontage roads, |

Whereas a four lane would fakeggﬁhd land off the tax roll and increase
other property taxes which will be déé&é@ ?%al to school districts,

Whereas farmland in the southern bartiégﬁzhe state is more valuable
and farmers in the Dodgeville, Mt. Horeb and Dubuque Bridge area were not
pald a fair price,

‘Whereas the U, S. 151 from Dodgeville to Dickeyville has recently

been upgraded with passing lanes,

Now therefore be it resolved that the Bgizmgﬂ-:k zégg_n

L;ogL,ch go on record as opposed to a l-lane road

on U. S. 151 from Dodgeville to Dickeyville.

Neme Address Date

Birnald 8. D Buk dipuviion 26715 DeBl. Bebrand W Oyl /592
pﬂ"’IM W W "1,7??(,‘4«&4(///{4//4«//%1 F@[/“/J‘ s, %1/) (27



Aug 11th, 1992

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Wisconsin Transportation Projects Commission,

I'would like to take this opportunity to thank you, on behalf of my neighbors and fellow
citizens, for your kind consideration in the matter of the Waukesha West Bypass. We
understand the challenge and complexities of the decisions you face, and are appreciative
of the extra time extended to our opposition group on July 22nd.

Although I initially became involved in the opposition group because of the negative
impacts it will have on my neighborhood and the surrounding environment, I have since
broadened my knowledge and opinions on the subject to the point where I believe it is a
serious concern for all taxpayers.

Many of my naghbors were not able to come to Madison and voice their opposition and
concerns, but lengthy discussions with area residents allowed me to prepare the enclosed
presentation for your consideration. Should time have allowed, it would have been
presented in total. Instead, pressed for time, I stood for just a few moments to mention
that the cost issues have been largely ignored.

Indeed, the high costs and weak justifications for this project have been consistently swept
under the carpet by the proponents. As a matter of fact, many citizens have been lead to
mistakenly believe it will promote development and relieve traffic woes.....two key points
without proof. The fact that a local business leader would ask for this taxpayer
expenditure, without showing how it would truly contribute to the bottom line of his
businesses growth plans, is an example of this poor justification. The whole process of
railroading this project to the taxpayers which I've witnessed to date, outside of the public
hearing in Madison, has been "bad government" at it's worst. Some of the proponents mis-
representations at that meeting.... including cleverly timed pictures and false hopes for
resulting benefits, should not be rewarded.

I ask that you review my presentation and consider some of the points my neighbors and I
wished to make. It is our hope that this project will be shelved in favor of the various
reasonable and more cost effective options which are available.

Best Regards,
Mark S. & Marilyn J. Ford
W273 $2254 Drumlin Dr.
Waukasha, Wi 53188
Mark S. Ford —

Kame Terrace Subdivision
Town of Waukesha
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August 13, 1992

Fepresentative David Brandemuehl
Transportation Projects Commission
Foom 401 - 100 North Hamilton Street
Madison, Wisconsin 53708

Fe: Waukesha "Bypass"

Dear Representative Brandemuehl:

As a resident of Clover Heights Subdivision in the Town of
Waukesha, Wisconsin, I feel compelled to write you regarding the
proposed extension of the Waukesha "Bypass" currently being
considered. I wish to go on record against. this proposal .

I am sure all of the arguments made at the July 22, 19932 public
meeting of the Transportation Projects Commission will be
considered in your final decision. For the following reasons, I
personally feel this is an idea whose time has come and gone.

i. There is no guarantee the "Bypass" will boost
business or the economy. There is a guarantee it
will adversely affect pecple who now live in ar
near any of the proposed paths. The corridor for
this road has not been held open.

2 Although it might create a dividing beltline, this
"Bypass" would not bypass the recent growth in the
Waukesha area which is primarily to the west of
the proposed route.

3. The "Bypass" would do very little to ease
traffic congestion on Grandview. (I say this from
personal observation, as I travelled on Grandview
anywhere from 7:30 A.M. to 7:55 A.M. for a few
weeks this summer to a course at WCTS. Most of
the vehicles on Grandview continued novth past
I-94 to G.E.Medical Systems, WCTC, ar beyond.? It
might even create another route with equal
prablems. Excuses that extension of this "Bypass"
is a vital part of Corridors 2020 are just that—-—
SXCUSES.

4, Extension of the "Bypass" as proposed would
destroy wetlands on the south end and create
traffic hazards on the north end. This does not
appear a Jjudicious use of my tax dollars.

I would greatly appreciate a response expressing your views on
this issue and respectfully request you vote against spending
state funds for this Waukesha "Bypass."

Thank you for your consideration, your vote, and your response.

Sincerely,

Wanda . Lewiston
S35W2E748 Clover Ernoll Dr.
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53188
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WHITEWATER COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
402 W. Main Street
P.O. Box 688
Whitewater, Wisconsin 53190

Telephone 473-7035 (Area Code 414)
Fax 473-7935

August 13, 1992

Representative David Brandemuehl
Room 401

100 North Hamilton Street
Madison, WI 53708

Dear Representative Brandemuehl:

The Highway 12 (Whitewater to Elkhorn) Committee was very pleased
to testify before you and the Transportation Projects Commission of
July 22, 1992 in Madison. You may have noted that all of the
town’s, village’s and city’s representatives are in favor of the
Highway 12 four-lane project from Whitewater to Elkhorn.

It is our wunderstanding that the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation will recommend to the Transportation Projects
Commission that this project be placed "under study." The purpose
of this letter is to ask for your vote in favor of the Highway 12
Whitewater to Elkhorn project.

We wish to thank you in advance for your vote.
Sincerely,

David R. Foster
Acting Secretary, Highway 12 Committee



Aug. 16, 1992

Rep. David Brandemuehl!
Transportation Projects Commission
Room 401 - 100 North Hamilton St.
Madison, WI. 53708

Dear Representative Brandemuehi:

As a member of Roads With Reason, a citizens group which was formed in
opposition to the proposed expansion of Highway12, | am sending the enclosed
packet of material which outlines some of the reasons why so many local people are in
opposition to this project. | would especially encourage you to read the “Brief History”
which describes the process by which the four lane option was pushed by Ayers and
Associates with little attempt to conduct an objective and fair enquiry. (Having now
received the contract to build the road, this lack of objectivity isn’t very surprising.)

Please note that the townships of Springfield and Roxbury (the two Dane
County townships through which H12 passes in this stretch) have both passed
resolutions opposing this project, Sauk City recently unanimously rejected the
Highway 12 Committee’s recommendation, and the Sauk County Board recently
rejected a resolution proposing the study of building a four lane between Ski Hi Road
and 194 by a vote of 22 to 9. I've been told that the basis for this latter vote by some
board members was because they believed that such a “study” would result in the
same predetermined recommendations as happened in the case of the Middleton to
Sauk City “study.”

Please also note that in addition to running perfectly parallel to an existing 4 lane
highway (194), the actual accident rate of H12 from Middleton to Sauk City is below
the state average (and falling,) and that there are numerous daily commuters on this
road who have strongly opposed this project since it was first proposed. I've also
enclosed details of the fatalities which occurred on the road from 1984 to 1989 which
clearly show that spot improvements (including consideration of a bike path along this
scenic route which would have avoided one fatal accident and would have a great
long term positive economic benefit) and increased law enforcement would be far
more cost effective solutions to the high fatality rate on this stretch. It's well known that
most drivers on this road believe that it is indeed the “crazy drivers,” who tailgate and
who won't drive at the speed limit, and not the road itself, which makes driving the road
during commuting times stressful for some drivers. | have also been told by a number
of daily commuters that at about the time that the road became a prospect for a four-
lane, law enforcement along the route virtually disappeared. (I don’t know whether
this is true or not.) In regard to poor law enforcement in general, many of us could give
personal stories: two | have both involive driving in the_four lane section of H12 south
of the Baraboo Bluffs in which | was A) once tailgated by a semi truck not more than 3
feet behind me as | drove the legal speed limit in the left lane (1l was passing a truck)
only to be told by the officer with a radar gun who ignored this that “you shouldn’t have



been in that lane” and B) was nearly killed last month in this same section by a large
old car with three teenagers who, at 55 mph, suddenly jerked their car across the lane
so that their back bumper missed my front one by literally inches and after laughing
hysterically, did the same thing to a car in front of me which was pulling a trailer. |
pulled into an area less than a mile away where a patrol car was sitting, described the
incident, and told him that | would be willing to testify in court about it and that | thought
it was highly probable that the people in the car pulling the trailer would do the same.
He refused to do anything at all about this. It seems to some of us that road safety is
far more determined by good driving and that this could be promoted by an adequately
funded highway patrol which is committed to eliminating truly dangerous driving
behavior rather than just sitting in a straight stretch of four lane road with a speed gun.
In regard to the DOT, there are many of us who are disturbed by the fact that it
constantly makes the public pretense that spending $51 million to destroy farms,
homes and businesses is due to safety concerns, when it fails to acknowledge that far
cheaper solutions could be found which would be much less destructive. (Springfield
Hill, which is probably the most dangerous piece of the road, does not even have a
guard rail protecting drivers from going over the edge of a steep drop-off.)

Please read the enclosed material, and also consider the fact that mass transit
and a strong freight rail system is clearly a much better contribution to Wisconsin's
future economy and environment than the construction of expensive and destructive
new roads such as Highway 12 which is an outrageous waste of money that citizens
would never even see proposed if it had to pass a public referendum the way a new
public school building does.

Thank you for your attention to the factual background and issues concerning
this project before voting on this project. : :

Sincerely,
Amos Roe
Roads With Reason
E7768 Orchard Rd.

North Freedom, WI. 53951
608-544-5871.
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August 17, 1992

Representative David Brandemuehl
Room 401 - 100 North Hamilton Street
Madison, WI 53708

RE: STATE TRUNK HWY 13 MARSHFIELD MOBILITY STUDY

Dear Representative Brandemuehl:

For the past several months we Marshfield residents have been hearing
(and reading) glowing accounts about how our city needs a "boulevard"
to accommodate traffic and we Eastside residents have been hearing how
our side of town would be the most appropriate area for this "boule-
vard." Most residents are very willing to listen to city improvement
plans as long as things are explained in detail, costs are honestly
presented, questions are answered clearly and "rules" and semantics
don't keep changing. When any of these things do happen we, quite
understandably, become a bit suspicious. Thus the credibility of all
the reporting for this "boulevard" is in question. I would like to
list just a few of the things I find disturbing:

* It was stated that 87% of the traffic wants to be downtown and
not bypass the downtown area. WHAT TRAFFIC? Our downtown
area is becoming another ghost town what with more empty store
fronts all the time. The Northside of this city has every
shopping convenience and eating facility. In addition to
numerous eating places we have omne large mall out there and
two mini-malls, two large supermarkets, K-Mart, Shopko, and
several banking and savings and loan facilities. Within the
past month both a YMCA and a Target store opened within blocks
of all these other Northside stores. Why would 87% of traffic
want downtown? We have wide (two lane each direction) streets
downtown now.



Representative Brandemuehl
August 17, 1992
Page 2

*¥ It was stated that there would be "no impact on the historical
society." This statement is ludicrous in view of the proposed
close proximity of the road to the old homes.

¥ More than 1000 people signed petitions opposing this "boule-
vard." What about those signatures? Moreover, some of those
people were actually called and asked if they were aware of
what they had signed. Why were they called? 1Is this standard
procedure with petitions?

I could go on and on. I am not opposed to a bypass, if, in fact, our
city truly needs one. But then let it be just that: something to BY
PASS the city. Route 97 and Galvin Avenue (Hwy A) would be one
logical connection for a bypass and would take traffic to and from the
Northside area where most traffic is headed today because of the
reasons cited above. If this impact study is accurate then a true
bypass would cost approximately 25% less per mile than the proposed
boulevard. (This information was distributed at one of the meetings.)

I urge you to examine this proposal in detail, including the economic
impact—-to say nothing of the inconvenience--to this community. We,
deserve better than what is being delivered!

Sincerely,

Wanda Wallis
P.0. Box 365
Marshfield, WI 54449
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